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Tackling in times of Corona - With GREEN solutions for a secure future
A Virus has changed our lives from scratch. The social and economic consequences 
of the on-going Corona pandemic still remain to be seen. However, we focus on 
the people. We prioritize fighting the pandemic, preventing unemployment and 
social distress and sustain our well-functioning health care system. A simple “Keep 
it coming” cannot exist in Bielefeld either. The challenging restart of many sectors 
of society offers great opportunities for course correction - especially in our local 
environmental and climate protection policies.

Climate protection without ifs or buts - Reducing C02, protecting the environment 
and preserving our Teuto
In 2019, Bielefeld declared a state of climate emergency. We promote our local ca-
pabilities in order to protect the climate: with a decisive ecological traffic revolution 
and a local energy transition. We fight climate damaging actions, by assessing po-
tential climate risks in the planning of any future project. We aim to strengthen the 
future resilience of our local forest by pushing for its certification as a ‘natural forest’. 
Further, shall other valuable habitats in and around Bielefeld also be declared as a 
nature reserve.

Overtaking on cycle paths - Priority and safety for pedestrians, cyclists and public 
transport in the city and in districts
Mobility stands for freedom, autonomy and prosperity. But our traffic system is 
limited by spatial, social and ecological constrains, especially here in Bielefeld as the 
city continues to expand. Bielefeld ought to be a liveable city for everyone. We will 

Because we build for the future.



create a city that will continue to thrive in the future – with fresh air and less noise. 
Therefore, we firmly care about creating attractive and safe cycling and walking 
paths - we give Bielefeld back to the people! 

Living is not supposed to be a luxury good - Affordable homes within a vivid  
quartier
More and more people want to live in Bielefeld, since our city has much to offer. We 
strive for that ALL citizens, from the long-established population to newly arrived 
people, be able to afford an attractive living. For us GREENS, part of this are houses 
that do not heat up the climate; that heating is affordable and that the living en-
vironment is vivid and green. In Bielefeld, we have to renovate flats and build more 
than 5000 new ones in the next years. We want to make housing constructions fit 
for the future – for coming generations. In doing so, we follow social and ecological 
guiding principles in order to build new, climate friendly housing at favourable costs 
for the future.

Connecting economy and science – for innovation and the creation of new jobs  
with GREEN ideas
Bielefeld’s economy is well-positioned. But within the last weeks and months, it 
suffered from the consequences of the Corona pandemic. Now, we have to support 
where it is possible and necessary. The upcoming reconstruction phase bears oppor-
tunities to many entrepreneurs and founders – not only to rebuild their businesses 
economy but also to look out for its ecological and social footprint. Because we 
GREENS do not only strive for an economically friendly climate in Bielefeld, but also 
aim for a climate friendly economy at large! In the face of the current and upcoming 
crises, our economic development, social responsibility, resource and climate pro-
tection have to go hand in hand. These are not self-excluding but complement each 
other. Only by bringing these goals together, challenges can turn into chances. We 



aim to face and shape this transition along with entrepreneurs and the many scien-
tific institutions within our region. We support Bielefeld on its way to an innovative 
Science City.

Living diversity – For an open-minded, tolerant and inclusive Bielefeld
Bielefeld is a city that offers high quality of life for ALL citizens, from young to old. 
What we need is: social interaction and togetherness within districts and neigh-
bourhoods, in social institutions, in companies, schools, kindergartens and all other 
motley initiatives. We strive for cohesion instead of separation, openness instead of 
exclusion and to live with one another instead of against one another in our city. 
GREEN politics relentlessly stand for cosmopolitism and anti-racism; for equality of 
women and LGBTI*; for the inclusion of persons with special needs; and the partici-
pation of EVERYONE!

Education in the digital age – Bringing schools into shape and increasing media 
competences
The Corona crisis pinpoints the importance as well as the opportunities of digital 
media. Our urban society will continue to change under the ongoing digitalization. 
Schools are a central pillar, here we  want to ensure free access to media and 
strengthen competencies. Digital literacy is necessary to responsibly approach di-
gital technologies. Our goal is to connect schools to the new fibre-optic network as 
fast as possible and to continuously equip classrooms with modern devices.

Children in power – More participation for the future of Bielefeld
Our city is changing. And the citizens of Bielefeld actively shape change. We give 
support in dire need and continue to design support structures. We will effectively 
give aid to Bielefeld’s civil society, and together, we will protect democracy and 
strengthen it on the local level. Likewise, we know participation takes time. We want 



to ensure that people in all walks of life are enabled to participate and co-determi-
ne. Especially younger generations need more co-determination opportunities in our 
city.

Take a stand – Uncompromisingly for democracy and against the right
We, the GREENS, stand for a colourful and open-minded city that shows a clear edge 
against the right! We are part of the democratic civil society, which is consequently 
engaged against right-wing violence, hate and propaganda. Racism, anti-Semitism 
and other forms of group-focussed enmity has no place in Bielefeld. Together, we 
protect democracy and an open-minded society against its enemies.

Active against poverty – Enabling to live a life of dignity for ALL citizen of Bielefeld
In our city, people live in poverty too. Every fourth child grows up in a family that 
depends on social welfare. The best protection against poverty is good education 
and training, affordable housing, access to social and cultural institutions as well as 
a well-functioning neighbourhood. We want to secure that for EVERYONE. In order 
to ensure participation of all, we will sustain Bielefeld’s “social ticket”; guarantee 
free access to museums and other cultural institutions and free membership in 
sports clubs for children. Also, we will expand Bielefeld’s social network and urban 
development concepts.

Turnaround in energy policy – On our way to a sunny future with renewable energies
Bielefeld bears great potential in using renewable energies for the production of 
electricity and generating heat. However, it’s not fully utilized yet. We aim to take full 
advantage of our city’s potential! We facilitate and promote photovoltaic systems 
and we build new wind turbines.



Quality lifelong learning – Educational justice in day-care, schools and vocational  
training
Bielefeld as city provides people of all age the opportunity to learn even besides 
classical educational institutions. Bielefeld could become a city to learn and to live 
of everyone. We are not leaving any child behind: all children ought to experience 
good, affectionate and individual education. Day-care, schools, vocational schools 
and universities are supposed to be inclusive and create equal opportunities. Ho-
wever, this is not only about learning: culture, sports, social interactions, enduring 
friendships, feeling safe – this is how we want Bielefeld’s educational landscape to be. 

More about our ideas and positions is available  
in our long program for the local elections on  
September 13th 2020 (available in German only). 


